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pecled and steamed spruce roots. Roofs were gatiled
with oveslapping planks. Each had several fires in o
center pit angd sleeping platiorms along the sides,
Some houses were built aboveground and same were
semisubterrancan {with a doar in the roof and
colrance via a ladder}. Mat parutions separated fami«
lies and multiple wives. Floors were covered by ferns
and rush mats. Pirch torches or fish-head er whale-oil
lamps provided estra light. Hoots were kept in pits
Beneank the Noar.

oiet  Salmon and ather fish were the siaples.
Other sealoud inchuded sea liors, seals, and ehellfish,
Women pathered  salmonbersies,  huckleberries,
strawbesties, camas, ferns, and other pfant foods.
Men hunted elk, beaver, muskeat, bear, and water-
fowl. Many [pods were either steamed in earth
ovens, stonc-bailed in baskels or bowls, or dried on
racks,

xer techmotosy Canoes. bone needics and
anlls, and haskets were among the most Imponant
material items, Fish were caught in weirs, 1raps, and
seine and gill nets. They were also cubbed or har-
puoned.

TRapt  The Tillamook were part of 2 ousishing
regional trade. In generad, they traded ranned beaver
hides, canoes, and haskers 1o nonhern Columbia
River peoples for abalane shell, dentalia, buffalo hides
and buffalo horn dishes, and dried salmon. The
Tillamouk bought wapato roms and ather ilems from
Columbia River peoples cast of the Coamal Range.
They iraded and intermareied with the Ralapuyas,
and they also raided their sowhern neighbors for
slaves, which they sold in the north.

NOTADLE ARTE Women made excellent wrap
wined baskets,

taANSPORTATION Canots of several sizes and
shapes were used for travel and fishing. They were
single-lug dugouts, painted black un 1he outside and
ted oh the inside, and coated with pitch.

DREss  Women wire large grass. lule nash, or
shredded-bark back aprons, small front aprons. and
buckskin leggings. Men wore fur or baskeiry caps.
brezchclouts, buckskin shirts, and hide pants. Beaver
und painted buckskin capes and rabbir, bobcat, or vea
iter Fur Mlankets kept people warm in the winter.
Footgear included Loth moccasins and snowshoes.
Items such as menstrual pads and diapers were made
of cedar bark. Both sexes painted their hair part red
and wore car pendania, Men also wore nos pendants.
Women wore decorative failoos, but men's talioos
wete only 10 incasure dentalinm.

WAR AND WEARONS Weapons included hunting
cquipment as well ag elk hide semor. The Tillamook
painted themselves for war with red and black siripes,
Their encmics may have indluded the Chinnok and
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the Kalapuyans. Shave raiding may |
mary object of war, e bee 4 pri.

Contemparary Informution
GOVENNMENT/RESERVATIONS  Since
tion, Tillumuok descendanis have declined 1 1
126 0r 10 seek a reversal of their untecognizn) ‘:l'lan-
Some are members of the Confederaied .m;-tlu._
Siletz.and ihe Grande Ronde cammunity, e
rconomy  Tillamooks have no disting eep
nantic activitics, g
tecal sTatus  The Tillimook people are p,
recogaized as 3 distinet native entity by any stere £
ernment or by the Federal government =
oay wre Tillamocks are inlcgrated within
their native and non-mative cnmmu;ugiu. There are
few reminders in their daily bives of their Naiye
American heritage.

Thngit

Tingit {Tlén git or "Kl&n ki), neaning
“human bengs.” is taken from the group's name fop
themselves, The Coastd Thingit were a “nationaliy”
of three main pronps—Gulf Coast. Nonkern, and

[N

-'"-"bynr 1 guage und cuge
loms. The Interior Tlingit have never considered
themsclves a cohesive tribe.

Of the three major groups of coastal Tlingits, the
Golf Coant group included 1he Hoonzh of Liuya Bay;
the Diry Bay people at the mouth of the Alsek River,
who were cstablished in the cighteenih contury by a
conglomeration of Thingis and Athapaskzns; and the
Yakutat, who were composed of Evak speakers from
the Jealio River 1o ley Bay. In 1910 the Yakutat merged
with the Dry Bay people. Northern Tlingiu induded
the Hounah on the ronb shore of Cross Seund, the
Chilkat-Chilknot, Auk, and Taku: the Sumdum on
the mainland; and the Sitka and Huptspuwy, or
Angoon, on the oufer 1slands and coasts. The South-
ern Tlingh included the Kake. huiu, Hlenys, and
Klawak on the islands and the Sikine or Wrargell,
Tongaw, ard Sanpa or Cape Fox alang the mainland
and sheliered waers,

tocation  Coaatat Tlingit groups tived along the
Patific coast from roughly Iey Bay in the north @
Chathant Sound in the south, or raughly throughout
the Alaskan panhandle, This country, no mare than
30 milex wide, but roughly 500 miles long, is marked
by a profusion of fords, inlets and bays, and islands,
mos of which are mountainous. The climae is
marked by fog, rain, snow, and sreng winds in 20l
and winter, Modt Coastal Thingits live in Alaska and In
cities of the greatce Nntthwest,

Intersor Thingits lived along the upper Taku tiver.
although during the nineicemb and ventictin c=R
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wuries, and in resportsc both to she fur ade and the
gold rush, most maved to the beadwalers of the
vukon River, Many contemporary Intetior Tlingit live
in Teslin Village {Vukon Territory) and Adlin {Beitish
Columbia), Some alsu lise in Whitehorse (Yuken)
snd Juncau (Alaska).

poruration  Toiad Tlingit pepulation was a3t
least LB,0DC in 1740, Inland Tlingits probably never
punibered moze than 400, In the carly 19905 there
were roughly 14,000 Tlingits in Lhe United States and
1,2 it Canaels.

rancuaco  Tlingit is remotely related to Athae
paskan languagss.

Historical Information

Histony  Humans have fived in Tlingis country
for 1 Jeast 10,000 years; continuous occupstion of
the region began around 5,000 years ago. Feuple
probably came from the south, with Tlingi culture
perhaps baving its origins near the mauwths af the
Nass and Skeena Rivers about 800 years agu. The var-
Fest Tlingit villages had disappearcd by historic
times, however. and a aesw migration into the ara
began in the cighteemih centuey, 23 the Haida dis-
placed southern Tlingu groups.

Russian explorers i 174§ were the first non-

TLINGET

abused the Indians. For much of the last half of the
nineteeath cenwry, U.S. naval auihorities persecuted
shamans thought to be involed with witches.
Alhough Tliagits vwned southeast Alaska under
abatigical tide, they were prevented from filing Tegal
caims during, and thus profiting from, the greal
Juneau gotd sush of 1680, The mines uhimately
yietded hundrods of millions of dollare worth of gold,
of which weslth 1he Tlingit saw litle or none.

Commercial fishing and canaing as well as
tourssm in the area became eatablished i the 18705
and 1RHD:, providing jobs {alticit a1 wages luwer than
thote camed by white workers} for the Indians. The
Klondike pold rush of 1898-1899 brought thure
money ard johs Lo the reglon. Meanwhile, Christian
missionaries, espeeially Prosbyteriaos, waged an
increasingly successful war agaings traditiunal Indian
culture,

By 1300 many Thingit had become acculturated.
They had given up thelr subsisience cconomy and
abandoned many small villages. Many worked in can-
weties in British Columbia or picked hops in Wash-
ington, Potlaiches began to diminish in number and
significance, and many ceremonial objects were sald
1o muscums. Desphe this level of aczuluration, how-
ever, some mid-nineteenth century Thingit villages
cantibucd 1o €xist into the tweniicth contugy.

natives to enter the region. Spanish espl her-
alded the period of regular interrscial contact in
1775, The Rustians had established a vegular prosence
in 1790. They built a fort at Sitka in 1799 that fell to
1he Indians three years Luer, The Russians cebuilt in
$B415, however, and made the furt the headquarters of
the It American Comgpany from 1808 wntil
1867, Alihough the Tlingits maintained their inde-
peadence during the Russian period, they did arquire
1pals and nther items. Many &l ta new diseases (a
particularly severe smallpax owtbreak oczurred from
1835 10 1839}, and some were converted to the Russ.
jan Orthodox Church.

In 1639, when the Hudsan's Bay Company
acyutred trading rights in southcastern Aluka frum
the Russian-American Company, the region saw an
influx of European-manufactured goods. The advent
of ueel tools had a gimulating eifect on teaditional
woud carving. During this time, the Tlingit success-
fully rosisred British attempty (o break their tade
monopoly with the interior iribes. By the 1850, Tlin-
gits were trading as far south as Puger Sound and had
regutar access 1o alcohol and firearing from the Amer-
fcans.

Thingus protested the US. purchate of Alaska in
1867, arguing that il anyone were the rightful
“gwner™ of Alaska, it was they and not the Russians.
In any casc, the soldiers, miness, and adventuress who
arrived afier the purchase severely misireated and

In 1915, Alaska enfranchised all "awlized” natives.
but severe ccosomic and social discrimination can-
tinued, including a vinua spartheid system during
she first hall of the iwentieth century. Some villages
incoarporated in sthe 19305 uadze the Indizn Reorgani-
zation Act and acquircd varions industrics. After
World War 11 the issur of land led o the formation of
the Centrz! Council of Tlingit and Haida, which in
1968 wun a land daims sentlement of $7.5 million
$0.43 anacre).

Papite Tlingit efforts, Alaska ichools were nof
integrated umil 1949. The Alaska Native Brotherhood
(ANB], foundrd in Sitka in 1912 by some Presbyter-
ian tndians, was devoted to rapid acgulturation; eco-
nomi opponunity, including land rights; and the
abolition of political discrimination. The Alaka
Native Sisterhoud (ANS) was founded soan after.
Both organirations reversed their stand ogainst tradi-
tional practices in the late 19605

paLicion  Animals 2nd cven natural features
had souls similar 10 1hose of peaple. Thus they were
treated with respect, in part to win their help ot 1a
avuid their malice. Hunters engaged in ritual purifi-
caiion before the hune, and during the hum the
hunter as well as his family back home engaged in
certain formal rules of behavior.

Shamans were very powerful. Most wete men.
Shamans could cure, control weather, bring sugezss in
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huniing, tell the future, and expuose wilches, but only
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feasts were the funeral feast, memorial padatch feast,
and childsens’ fcan,

i they were consulted in timte and not tmpeded by
another shaman, Their powers came from spiries that
could be summaned by a speaiad song. A shaman
underwent regular periods af physical deprivation so
keep spiritually pure. Neither he nos his wile could
cut their hais,

coveRNMENT  The basic political unis were
matsilineat clans of two divisions. Raven and Eagle.
Each clan was subdivided into lineages or house
proups. Thus, the inbes, or groups, listed above
lacked any overall political organization and were
really lucal communitics made up of representatives
of several clans. All icrritory and property rights were
held by the clans. Clan and lineage chiefs. or head-
men, aasigned their group’s resources, regulated sub-

All babies were believed to be reincarbationg of
maternal relatives. At about age eight, 2 boy wen 1
live with his maternal uncle, whe taw that he touph.
ened and purified himself and leared the rradjtions
and responsibilities af his clan and kineage. Gitls weee
canfined in a dark roam ar cellar for up 1o two yegyg
{according: to rank and wealth) at their first period, 3¢
which time they learned the traditions of their clap,
performed certain ritwals, and observed behavigr
tcsteictions. Al the cnd of this time their ears were
pierced, high-status families gave a poilaich, and girls
were considered marriageable,

Gnly people of opposite divisions bust similar
clans and lincages could marry, Marriage formatities

sistence aclivities, ordered the denh of tresy
and hasted memoriad ceremonics.

cusToms  The two divisions served as oppaosites
for marriage and ceremonial purposes. Sume clans
and lineages monved amung neighboring groups such
s the Haida, Teimshian, snd Eyake A clan’s crest rep-
resented ins wotenst, of the living things, heavenly bod-
ies, physical features, and supernatural  beings
associned with i Crosts were displayed on house
posts, totern poles, canocs, feast dishes, and other
itens. Adl present membees of an oppasite division
teceived payment 1o view a crest. because in so duing
they legitinated both the display and the crest’s asso-
ciated privilegew, All clan property could be bought
and yold, given a3 gifes, or taken in war.

In geoeral, spring brought buming on the mamn.
land, halibut fishing in decp waters, and shellfish and
seaweed pathering. Seal huntig began in late spring,
about the time of the first salmon runs, Summer
acvivives generally included carchmg and curing
salmon, bereying, and some scaling, Sammer was also
the time for wars and shive raids. Fall brought some
sea wter hunting (land ntter were never kifled), In the
late nincteenth century, I was also the time for
mare salmon fishing and curing, potate harvesting,
and hunting i the inlerior. Winser villages were
estabilished by November. Winter was the scason for
pitkaiches and srading.

Individuals as well as lineages were sanked, from
nability 10 cmmoners. Slaves were catirely outside
the system. {Slives were freed afier the Unlied States
putchased Akaska and were browght inte the sacia)
system an the lowest level,) Womea hael high status,
probably because they comtmlied the food supply
(it cncking fish but the much harder and mise
laborious fobs uf cutting, drying, smuking, and baling
it). Any injury o s in her clan required
an ind ty. Clan disag, were usually bu
nut aheays settled peacefully, The hrce inipartant

included | gift giving. Southierners erecied 131
moriuary tolem poles aear their houses. Death inij.
ated a mouraing period and several rituals. including
singing und the funeral, Cremation occutred on the
Fourth day, except possibly longer for a chief, Widows
ubserved particulatly resinclive mourning ritwals, A
person’s staves were sometimes killed. The evening
after the cremation, mouchers held a feast for their
division opposites. Dead slaves were simply cast onto
the heach. Burial was adapted in the kate nincteenti
ceniury,

pweLLings  Tlingis usually bived in one main
{winter) village and perkaps ane of mote satellite vil.
lages. In the carly nineteenth ceaury, the former con.
sisted of a row of rectangular, slightly excavated,
gable-tooded planked houses facing the waier. Each
house could hold 40-50 peaple, including about six
Tamilies and 2 few unmarried adults or slaves. Esch
family slept on panitioned wooden platforms that
could be remoaved to make a larger ceremonial space.

Other features included 2 cenural smuke bale and
alow, iwval froat doorway. The four main house posts
were carved and painted in totentic or ancestrab
designs. Palisades often surrounded huuses or whole
villages. Other willage structures included smoke-
houses, small houses for foodt and belongings, sweat
huuses, and menstryal huts.

In the nincteenth century, Inland Tlingits lived in
rectapgular houses similar to those of the coastal peo
ple. They alwo built brush lean-1os that could shelser
up 1o L0 or 15 people.

ey Fish was the staple, especially all five
specin of salmon, as well as culachon, halibut and
herring. Fish was builed, baked, roasted, ur drivd and
smoked for winter. Whaole salmen might be frozen for
winter use. Orher important scafoods included shell-
fish, seaweed, seal, sea lion, sez olter, and porpuise.

‘Fhe peaple also ate and mammals such a3 deer.
bear, and mountain sheep and goat. Dogs assisted 0
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the huni. Inland Thngit hunted caribou, moase, and
sonie woud bison. Deaver were speared or netted
under fce. Migrating watzrfowl provided meat as wedl
as feathers, cggs, and beaks. Some groups gathered a
varicty of berries, plus hembock inner bark, roos
(ricervat, Fern), and shools (salmonberries, cow
parsnips}). They began cultivating potatoes aficr she
Rusgians introdueed the food in the carly nineteenth
cettury.

Peuple sucked cultivated tobacco mixed with
ather materials; they began smaking it when the Rus-
sians introduced leafl tobaceo and pipes in the late
cighteensh century.

KeY THCUNGLecy  Salmon were caught in rec-
tangular, Sen iraps; trapped behind stone watls;
ar impaled on wooden wakes in bow water. Qther
fishing equipment include hook and {gut) line, har-
peons, and copper kaives. Men hunted with spears,
buw and arrow, a whip sling, and darts. Raw materials
included hocn (spuons, dishes, contsiners), wool
(blankets], and wood {(fire drill, watertight storage
and builing boxes), Tlingits began forging iron in the
tate eigh h century, alhough

ph some iron was
acyuired from micrcontinenial trade or deift wreck-
age in shoriginat times. Some foods were baked in
carth ovens.

Trape  Imports included walrus ivary from
Bering Sea Eskimos, copper (rom interior tribes, den-
talia shell from the south, Haida canoes, Tsimshian
carvangs, slaves, furs, skin garments decorated with
potcupine quills, and vatious fish products, Expusts
included Chilkat blankets, scaweed, leaf tobacen, and
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bane amulets. Baskets weve also am importamt Tlingit
art.,

TransrontaTion  Tlingits preferted the greal
Haida canaes that were purchased by wealthy Thingit
head The most ¢ type of canac was of
spruce, except in the south, where they used red
cedar. Styles included ice-hunling canoes for scaling,
forked-prow canes, shallow river canues, and small
canoes with uptumed ends (or fishing and ouer
hunting. Seme Inland Tlingits also uscd skin canoes
but mast used rafts or simall dugouts when they could
no walk,

Tlingits purchased Eyak and Athapaskan snow-
shoes, They carried burdens using skin packs with
tumplines, Only 2 few coastal groups used Atha.
paskzn-style sheds,

DRess  In warm wealher, women wore codar-
bark aprons, whereas men went naked. Blankets of
woven cedar hark, mountain gaat wonl or dog hair, or
Lsnncd, sewn skins kept peuple warm in cold wrather,
Women wore walerprood basket eaps and cedar bark
ponchas in the ran, Conical twined sprucesmat kats
also served as prestigious crest ubjests.

Inland Tlingits wore pants with stiached mot-
catins. Tailored shirts were made of canbou or moose
skin. Winter clothing included goar wool pants,
hooded sweaters made of caribou or hare skin, and
fur robes.

WAR AND WEAPONS  War occurmed between clans
in different groups or tribes for reasons of plunder or,
more sfien, tevenge. Warfase included killing, tor-
1ure, and the taking of women and children as staves.

fish oil. Inteagroup vrade was largely | inr
nature. When the whiles came. Tlingits tried 10
sonopuolize that trade, even going 1o far as 1o travel
over 300 mides ta destray 2 Hudson's Bay Company
pust.

fnland Tlingit trade pariners included the
‘Tahltan, Raska, Pelly Hiver Athapashan, and Tagish

notawce ArTs  Tlingits excelled a1 wood carve
ing, especially ceremonial partitions in house chiefy’
aparuments, bentwond bazes, chests, and bowls,
house posts lususlly shells fronting the strucieral
pusts), masks, weapons and war regalia, and utilitar-
12n and ceremonial isems wsed by nobles.

Chilkst Tlingit blankets were the most intricate
and soughi-afier textifes of the Northwest Coast,
They were really cerepionial eobes, and the cere-
monics, i which myth was dramatized through
dance, were fully a1 artistic as the crafts themsclves.

Weaving of shins. aprons, and leggings may have
come originally from the Tsimshian. Rock art proba-
bly served functioas similar to thuse of warents. Bead-
work was of very high quality. Shamans used many
art ohjects, including carved ivory and antler and

Scitd 1 involved the ¢ ial kidnapping and
ransom of high-zanking individuals, dancing. and
fcasting. Wespuns included daggers, spears, war
clubs, and bows and arraws. Fighters also ware hide
and rod armar over moose-hide shirts as weil as head
and neck protection.

Although a considerable degree of intermarriage
took place between the two groups. Interior Tlingits
fought with Tahltans and Kaskas in the ningleenth
century, mainly over trapping terrilory,
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GoveRNmeNT/aesenvaTioNs  Many Thnpis bve
in their traditional villages, alhough many alse live in
urban centers in Alaska and the Northwest. In the
Yukon, Thngits form a part of the Carcross Tagth
First Nation {Da Ka Natien Tabal Council), The Tes-
lin Tlingh Counail Band (part of the D Ka Natian)
contzols three reserves on 187 heetares of land in the
soutlwest part of Teshin, The 1993 population was
482 (119 houses). Elsctions have been mandatory
(impnsed by the Department of Indian Aiftairs) since
the late 19405. The clan leadership is composed of a
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chicf and five counselors. Childsen aitend band and
provingial schools. Facilities on the reserves include
two adminisiration buildings, a longhouse, a clinic,a
recreation center, and a drop-in center.

economy At its founding in the early 1970s,
Sealaska Corporation received 280,000 acres of tim-
berland and $200 million, Each native village ceccived
surface land rights, and the corporation received sub-
surface rights to the same lond, These corporations
became active in logging, fishing, and land develop-
ment.

important economic activities of the Testin Tlin.
git Council Band include a coin laundry. The band
plans to organize a development corporation.

LEGAL sTATUS  The Sealuska Regional Corpora-
tion (Tlingit-Haida Central Council) s a federally
recognized tribal entity. The council itself is com-
posed of clected delegates from 14 communities in
southcast Alaska and of representatives from other
communities. The Hydaburg Cooperative Associa-
tion is a federally recognized tribal entity.

Under the Alaska Native Claitns Settlement Act of
1971, 12 regional for-profit corporations (eg.
Sealaska Corporation)} and roughly 200 village corpo-
rations were created and given nearly $1 billion and
fee-simple title to 44 million acres in exchange for the
extinction of aboriginal title 10 Alaska, The not-for-
profit Sealaska Heritage Foundation supporis 2 num-
ber of cultural activities

Tlingit and Haida native villages include Angoon,
Craig, Hoonah, Hydaburg, Juncau {Juncau Fishing
Village}, Kake, Klawok, Klukwan, Saxman, Sitka Vil
lage, and Yakutat.

The Teslin and Aulin Bands of Tlingit Indians are
formally recognized by Canada.

patey Lire  Most villages now have full elcetric
scrvice as well as uenenities such as satellite television,
Every village has a grade school, sume have high
schaols, and all have a1 least one church. The wadi-
tional clan system still exists but has declined in
imporiance. Relatively few people speak the Tlingit
language, although it is now being taught in school,
Most Thingits urc Christian, Urban Tlingits show a
markedly greater level of assimilation than do those
away from cities.

The AND and the ANS npow work toward cultural
senewal, Sume aspects of traditional culture and cere-
maoniatism, such as potlatching (the memorial for the
dead), singing and dancing, and crest arts {especially
woodworking and carving) have undergone a revival
in recent years,

Inland Tingits became formally linked with the
“outside” world when the Aaska Highway opened in
the 1940s and again in the 1960s when radio and tele-
vision became generally available. Most, especially the
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younger people, speak only English. There is sy
some traditional potatching,

Tsimshian

Teitnshian ("Tsim shin, or "Sim shin) is a Coag;
and Southern Tsimshian self-designation meaning
“inside the Skeena River! The Tsimshian were 5
group of linguistically and culturally related people,
Their four major divisions were the Nishga (Nays
River), Gitksan (Upper Skeena River), Coag
‘Rimshian (Lower Skeena River and adjacent coast),
and Southern Tsimshian (southern coast ang
islands). They were culturally similar 10 the Haidg
and Tingit.

Loeanion  Northwestern British Columbia, the
home of the Tsimshian, is heavily forested, and the
climate is wet, with coastal regions marked by numey-
ous fords and islands. Most villages were along 1he
mouths of the Nass and Skeena Rivers. Some were in
a subalpine zone, where drier Jand permiiied more
foot—as oppesed to canoe—lravel, In the 1990,
Tsimshians live in villages and 1owns in northwes
British Columbia and in cities throughout the North.
west,
Annctie Island, on which a rescrve is located, is
about 16 miles south of Ketchikan, Alaska,

rorutanion The Tsimshian population was
about §,000-10,000 in 1800. In the eatly 19905 there
were about 2,450 Tsimshians in the United States and
4,550 in Canada,

ranGuaGe The various Tsimshian languapes
(Coast and Southern Tsimshian, Nishga, and Gitk-
san) and dialects were not all mutually intelligible.

Historical Information

Histony  Relatively recent arrivals to the North-
west Coast, the Tsimshian began pushing the Tlingi:
farther north and the Haisla farther south and fight
ing the Heiltsuk for cosstal orcas around the
mid-eighteenth century. They had already seen Euro-
pean poods when & Southern Tsimshion group et a
British trade ship in 1787. Interracial comact
remained sporadic until the Hudson's Bay Company
founded Fort Simpson in 1B3l. Many Coast
Tsimshian subsequently relocted near the fort in
order to strengthen and protect their key role in the
local fur trade.

The basic structures of native cultore remained
intact until the arvival of Christian missionarics.
William Duncan, an Anglican, oppeared in 1857, Five
years later, he und some Indian converts founded the
Cheistian colony of Metlakatla, which grew until it
moved in 1887 1o Annette Island, Alaska, and was
repamed New Metlakada, Residents there had 10
renounce traditional life ond accept Duncan'’s
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