TANAINA

ecoNomMy Hunting, fishing, and trapping are
still important. There is also some work as sport
guides and miscellaneous seasonal and government
wage work.

LEGAL STATUS The bands listed under “Govern-
ment/Reservations” are federally recognized.

pairy tifg  Children attend band and provincial
schoals. Tahltan band facilities include a community
hall, an arts and crafts center, and stores.

Tanaina ( A+haBas kan)

Tanaina (Tu *ni1 nu), or Dena'ina, “the People.”
They were also known as Knaiakhotana. Designation
as a tribe is 2 non-native convention, the people hav-
ing consisted traditionally of various related tribes, or
divisions, such as Kachemak, Kenai-tyonek, Upper
Inlet, and Iliamna-susitna. They were culturally
related to local Northwest Coast tribes such as the
Tlingit.

LocaTioN Before contact with non-natives,
Tanainas lived around the drainage of Cook Inlet,
Alaska, Today, most Tanainas still live in cities, towns,
and villages in the area as well as in other U.S. cities,
particularly in the Northwest,

POPULATION From perhaps 4,500 in the mid-
eighteenth century, the Tanaina population dropped
to around 3,000 in 1800, There were 400 Tanaina
Indians in the United States in 1990,

LANGUAGE Tanaina includes two major divi-
sions—Upper Inlet and Lower Inlet—as well as many
subdialects. It is an Athapaskan language.

Historical Information

Hi1sTORY Captain James Cook entered the area
in 1778, followed by more British traders. Local
Indian groups already possessed iron and other items
of non-native manufacture when Cook arrived.
Although Indians welcomed the Europeans as
traders, they strongly and, for some time, successfully
opposed non-native settlement,

Russians built the first trading posts in the later
eighteenth century. Relations between the Russians
and Native Americans were difficult, even though the
two groups regularly intermarried. Russians often
attacked the native people and took them as hostages,
ultimately turning many Indian and Inuit groups into
forced labor. Russian control was generally brutal. As
the vialence subsided and more posts were built in
the early to mid-nineteenth century, many native
people became active in the fur trade.

A severe smallpox epidemic in 1838 took thou-
sands of Indian lives. Other non-native diseases such
as syphilis and tuberculosis also killed many Indians,
The people had guns by the 1840s, Russian Orthodox
missionaries arrived in force about 1845; the people
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were nominally converted within two

THE SUBARCyy

especially along the coast.
Although population decline and game s},
caused interior groups to consolidate thejr villag

the late nineteenth century was generally a time 2 i

increasing prosperity, owing mainly to the extension
of credit and growing involvement in the fur trade;
The peak years were between 1867 (when the Uniteq
States purchased Alaska) and the fur market crash of
1897. As a consequence, traditional “rich men,” or
Indian trade leaders, became even wealthier and
more powerful. One consequence of the U.g, ur-
chase of Alaska was that the Tanaina lost legal rights
as Russian citizens. U.S. citizenship was not granteq
until 1924,

The discovery of gold in the area around 1999
brought a flood of miners and other non-natives,
Other factors, such as the growth of commercial fish-
ing and canning industries (with their attendant pol-
lution and resource monopolization), improved
transportation, and continuing population declines
and game shortages, weakened social distinctions and
contributed to the people’s general decline.

These developments also hastened the transition
from a subsistence to a wage economy. Canneries and
commercial salmon fishing boomed by the
mid-twentieth century. Schools, at least through the
eighth grade, have been available to most Tanainas
since the 1960s.

ReLiGioN  Everything in nature was said to have
a spirit. The people recognized three groups of beings
in particular: mythological beings; supernatural
beings, such as giants and tree people; and beings that
interacted closely with people, such as loon, bear, and
wolf spirits. There was also a fourth group of crea-
tures known as Hairy Man and Big Fish. Ceremonies
included memorial potlatches and first salmon rites.

Male and ferale shamans mediated between the
human and spiritual worlds, using spirit powers
acquired in dreams to cure illness and divine the
future. To cure illness, shamans wore carved wooden
masks and used dolls to locate and exorcise evil spir-
its. Shamanic power could be used for good or for
evil. In addition to their spiritual power, many
shamans enjoygd a great deal of political power, occa-
sionally serving as the village leader (“rich man”).

GOVERNMENT Tanainas traditionally organized
into three distinct societies: Kenai, Susitna, and Inte-
rior. The three developed separately because of the

difficulty of communicating across the hazardous
Cook Inlet. The village was the main political unit. It
was headed by one or more leaders (“rich men"), usu-
ally the wealthiest members of their clan lineage
groups. Leadership functioned mainly as a redistribu-
tive mechanism, wherein goods flowed to the “rich
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iman” and were redistributed by him according to
need. The leader was also responsible for the moral
upkeep of his people.

The power of these leaders was noncoercive, and
their “followers” were bound to them only out of
respect. Leadership qualities, in addition to wealth,
included generosity, bravery, and hunting ability. A
man who aspired to this position needed help and
material support from his relatives.

Russians began appdinting chiefs in the nine-
reenth century. These people were invested by the
non-natives with the power to speak formally for
their people. They acted as intermediaries between
the non-natives and their people, especially in trade
matters.

cusToms Relatively stable winter villages gave
rise to social hierarchy and other complex organiza-
tions. A dual societal division was further broken into
matrilineal clans, approximately five in one division
and ten in the other. Clans owned most property and
controlled marriage as well as most hunting and fish-
ing areas. Social control was maintained primarily by
peer pressure, although revenge, physical retribution,
and payments played a role also,

“Rich men” gave potlatches as an important
means of economic redistribution and to increase or
maintain their prestige. They were provided crucial
support by their relatives. Potlatch occasions included
life-cycle events as well as other opportunities t0
express generosity. Dentalium shells, certain furs,
and, later, glass beads were the primary symbols of
prestige. “Rich men” had several wives as well as
slaves. The latter were generally well treated and not
kept for more then several years. In general, women
had a relatively high degree of prestige and honor and
could become wealthy in their own right.

Men served their future in-laws for at least a year.
Children were born in a separate house. Adoption
was common. Puberty recognition was accorded to
both sexes. Boys fasted, either in a room {Interior) or
in the woods (Susitna), and ran in the morning. Girls
were confined for the better part of a year, during
which time they learned appropriate skills and proper
behavior. They also endured various behavioral
taboos during this time, including the prohibition
against looking directly at anyone else.

People made loud noises around the sick and dying
to keep malevolent spirits at bay. Corpses were cre-
mated. Their ashes were placed either in boxes on posts
or buried, and their possessions were destroyed or
given away. Members of anather clan were responsible
for making all funeral arrangements. A mourning
period of several weeks followed funerals. Memorial
potlatches were held about a year after death.

pweLLINGS Winter villages consisted of from
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one to ten or more partially excavated houses with a
tunnel entry. Winter village population averaged
between 50 and 200 people. These rectangular houses
had log walls covered with grass and dirt. Spruce-
bark or planked gabled roofs were also covered with
dirt. There was a large main room with several side
sieeping chambers. The total length ranged from 10
to 100 feet.

The hduses featured rooms for several families,
including a main room with a fire and sleeping plat-
forms for adolescent boys. Compartments for mar-
tied couples and their young children as well as
adolescent girls were located underneath the plat-
forms. Other chambers were for sweating, menstrual
isolation, and sleeping for the elderly. Villages were
often concealed or camouflaged against enemy
attack.

Summer houses were similarly designed, but
lighter. The people also built temporary houses, such
as birch-bark or skin tents or log and sod structures,
at fish and hunting camps. These houses held only
nuclear or small extended families. House styles
began to change in the nineteenth century with Russ-
jan influence.

pier There was a wide dietary divergence
between groups. Some, such as those in the extreme
south, depended mainly on marine life, whereas the
northern interior people were mainly hunters and
fishers. Most groups depended on fish, especially all
five kinds of salmon. Other important species
included eulachon, halibut, and catfish.

Important sea animals included seals, otter, and
beluga whale. Land animals included caribou, bear,
moose, beaver, and rabbit. Caribou herds were driven
into lakes and speared or shot, or they were chan-
neled with fences into snares and surrounds. The
people also ate birds and fowl as well as various roots
and berries. Coastal people gathered shellfish.

KEY TECHNoLOGY Fish were taken with nets,
weirs, basket traps, and antler spears. Hunting equip-
ment included spruce bows, deadfalls, traps, knives,
clubs, and spears. Women wove spruce-root baskets.
Babies rested in birch-bark cradles with moss diapers
inside. There was some pottery.

TRADE * The Tanaina acquired kayaks and umiaks
from the Alutiiq, serving also as intermediaries
between those people and interior groups. The
Tanaina participated in regional trade networks
stretching across Alaska. Informally and at trade fairs,
they traded with other Tanaina groups as well as with
groups farther away. Wealthy men with established
trade partners were especially successful. Traditional
exports included wolverine skins, porcupine quills,
and moose products. Imports included copper, den-
talium shell, and cedar arrow shafts.
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NOTABLE ARTS Men carved and decorated
wooden bowls. Clothing was decorated with quills,
shells, and ermine tails,

TRANSPORTATION Waler transportation
included birch-bark canoes and moose-skin boats as
well as Inuit-style sealskin kayaks and umiaks. People
traveled overland in winter on foot (snowshoe);
dogsleds dated from the mid-nineteenth century.

press Tailored clothing was made of tanped
caribou or sheepskins. Both sexes wore a knee-length
undergarment, a shirt, and boots. Fur coats and shirts
were added in winter. Rain gear included a whale-
membrane parka and waterproof salmon-skin boots.
In winter, the long undergarment had knee-high bear
or beluga whale—soled boots attached. Blankets were
made of sewn rabbit skins. Skin shirts were worn in
sumimer.

Clothing was often dyed brown or red, embroi-
dered with porcupine quills, and decorated with fur
tritn and shells. Decoration often reflected social
rank. Tattooing and face painting were common,
especially among the wealthy. Women wore bone
labrets in their lower lips. Both sexes pierced their
ears and septa for shell decorations.

WAR AND WEAPONS Enemies included the Alu-
tiiq and occasionally the Ingalik. Villages were gener-
ally camouflaged to discourage attack. Captives on
both sides were taken and sold as slaves,

Contemporary Information

GOVERNMENT/RESERVATIONS Tanaina population
centers include Nondalton (roughly 160 native resi-
denis in 1990), which is governed by the seven-member
elected Nondalton Tribal Council and a seven-member
elected city council); Pedro Bay (roughly 40 native resi-
dents in 1990}, which is governed by the seven-member
elected Pedro Bay Village Council); Anchorage; and
Tyonek. The first two fall under the purview of the Bris-
tol Bay Native Corporation and are members of the
Lake and Peninsula Borough. Nondalton is located
between Lake Clark and Lake lliamnz, and Pedro Bay is
located on Lake Iliamna.

Moquawkie Reserve consists of 26,918 acres, Go .
ernment is by village council, with elected offici v
such as mayor or president. The institution of “rich
man” began to decline after about 1900. There ha il
been no “rich men” in the traditional sense sinc, thea .
1960s. Village corporations with elected boards of r
directors administer Alaska Native Claims Settlemens
Act (ANCSA) assets. ]

EcoNoMy Important  ecomomic  activigjes |
include commercial fishing, including canning; cop.
struction; trapping; ait transportation; and the ol
industry. Tanainas also work as fishing and hunting
guides. Tyonek village collects investments from oil
revenues. Subsistence hunting and ﬁshing also
remain important,

LeGAL sTaTus The Tanaina are represented by
the Cook Inlet Region Corporation and the Bristo}
Bay Regional Corporation for the purposes of the
ANCSA.

DAILY LIFE  Tanainas are generally acculturated,
although many retain a strong pride in their heritage
and traditions. The three traditional societies are ng
longer distinct. The clan system is still important in
most areas. Most people are Russian Orthodox Chris-
tians, although some elements of traditional religion
survive. Tyonek used revenue from oil leases in part
to modernize village facilities. Local concerns include
bridge construction and road improvement. A
Tanaina Athapaskan Indian cultural facility has been
proposed, perhaps to be built in [liamna.

Tanana

See Ingalik

Tlingit, Inland
See Tlingit (Chapter 3)

Tutchone
See Kutchin 3

Yellowknife
See Chipewyan
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bands are located at Fort Franklin, Colville Lake, and
Fort Good Hope. Some locai bands are ethnically
mixed and consist of Slavey and Bearlake as well as
Hare Indians,

EcoNomy  The Colville Lake People rely mainly
on traditional subsistence activities. People at Good
Hope live mostly on part-time, seasonal, and some
full-time wage labor as wel as Bovernment payments,

LEGAL staTUs The Colville Lake and Good
Hope communities are federally recognized entities.

DAILY LIFey - Full access to western culture has led
to increased levels of acculturation and a comparable
decline of traditional knowledge and practice. The
Colville Lake and Good Hope communities remain in
close touch,

Ingalik C F) ‘f’h:lba‘f: kd«r\)

Ingalik ('En gi 12 k), from the Russian via an
Inuit word for “Indian” The name has been loosely
used to include such culturally related—but sepa-
rate—tribes as Koyukon, Tanana, and Han. Their
self-designation is Deg Hit'an, “People from Here”
They were heavily influenced by their Yup'ik neigh-
bors.

LocATION The Ingalik shared eastern parts of
their traditional territory—the banks of the Anvik,
Innoko, Kuskokwim, Holitna, and lower Yukon
Rivers—with the Kuskowagamiut Inuit. The Jand
consists of river valleys as well as forest and tundra.
The Holikachuk, a related though distinct people,
lived to their north,

POPULATION There were between 1,000 and
1,500 Ingalik in the nineteenth ceatury. Population in
the early 1990s was roughly 650,

LANGUAGE Ingaliks speak a northern Atha-
paskan language, However, by the later twentieth cen-
tury most Kuskokwim Ingalik spoke the language of
their Kuskowagamiut Inuit relatives,

Historical Information

HisToRY The people probably originated in
Canada. They were driven west by the Cree to settle in
present-day Alaska around 1200, They encountered
Russian explorers in 1833, A trade post was con-
structed either around then or in 1867. There were
Russian Orthodox missionaries in the region during
that period. The major epidemics began in
1838-1839,

Steamboats began operating on the Yukon,
expanding the fur trade, beginning in about 1867, the
year the United States took possession of Alaska,
Catholic and Anglican missionaries arrived in the
1880s and soon opened boarding schools, The carj-
bou disappeared in the 18705, leading to even more
fishing and closer ties with the Kuskowagamiut nuit,
Non-natives flooded into the region during the
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Yukon gold rush of the late 18905, Mg Ini
accepted Christianity by the mid-twmﬁeth ;
RELIGION  Everything, animate or ;
was thought to have had spirits, The Ingalj)
consisted of four levels, one higher apg
than earth, Spmts' of the dead mighg trave] o
the levels, depending on the method of deaty
ator, spirits associated with nature, ang Variog,
Jtual and superhuman beings, as well 55 ¢
inhabited the four wotlds, ;
Most ceremonies were designed to mﬂimai;;: 3
librium with the spirit world, They includeq e
te three-week Animals ceremony, the Bladdey 22
mtony, the Dol ceremony, and foyy Potlatchie
events with other villages. The single-village ), =28
and Doll ceremonies involved paying Tespects ¢ o
mal spirits and learning the future, OF the poiyf
cetemonies, the Midwinter Death Potlatch was 1y
most solemn. The Purpose was to honor 5 dead
tive, usually a father, to gain status, and to maj
reciprocal giving arrangements with other g,
Accompanying this ceremony was the s0-called Fg
Dance, a night of revelry. 43
The feast of the animals, involving songs, dancedis
costumes, and masks, was most importan, Maja i
roles were inherited. It involved 4 ritual enactment of |
hunting and fishing, with a clown providing comjg:
relief. Other, more minor, ceremonies involved shar: ¢
ing food and occurred at life-cycle events and ont
occasions such as eclipses, ¥

Songs, or spells, helped keep the human, anima), "
and spiritual worlds in harmony. They could be pur--j
chased from older people. Songs were also associated
with amulets, which could be bought, inherited, or i
made. Male and female shamans were said to have )
more powerful souls than other people. They
acquired their powers through animal dream visjons,
Shamans’ powerful songs, or spells, could be used for
good or evil,

GOVERNMENT  Each of four geographical groups
contained at least one village that included defined
territory and a chief,

CUsSTOMS  Society was divided into ranked status
Eroups or sacial classes known as wealthy, common
people, and idlers, People in the first group were B i
expected to be generous with their surpluses and did -
hold potlatches as a redistributive method. Members
could lead ceremonies. The idlers were considered ;
virtaally unmarriageable; however, the classes tended -
to be fluid and were Roninherited, Wealth consisted -
mostly of fish but also of items such as furs, meat, and '
any particularly well-wrought item, such as 1 carved }
bowl, a canoe, or a drum, :

Ingaliks often intermarried with, and borrowed ;
culturally from, the nearby Inuit. Marriage deP‘-‘“‘!"d - o8
in part on the ability of the man to perform bride 5




3 oz, With 2 first wife's permission, a wealthy man
f<: have two wives. Both parents observed food
=1 vioral restrictions for at least three weeks
ing a birth. Young women endured segregation
» q‘rear at the onset of adolescence, during which
b they mastered all the traditionally female tasks.
= nishments for inappropriate social behavior,
as theft, included banishment or death. This was
ip decision, on the Jpart of the men and older
n, whereas murder required individual blood
ge. Corpses were placed in wooden coffins and
in the ground or in vaults. Cremation was
ed on rare occasions. Personal property was
(- ced of. Following funerals, the people observed
B.day mourning period and often held memorial
tatlatches

NGs Ingaliks maintained summer and
villages as well as canoe or spring camps. The
i ter dwelling was dome shaped and covered with
biih and grass. Partially underground, it housed
W one to three nuclear families. Ten to 12 such
=s made up a winter village. Men used a larger,
gular, semisubterranean communal house for
lt-ping, eating, working, sweating, and conducting

ere also gabled-roof smoke houses and fish-drying
ficks. Temporary brush houses were located away
from the village.

i DIET Among most groups, fish were the most
nportant part of the diet. Species included lamprey
igels, caught under ice, as well as salmon, trout, white-
ifish, pike, and blackfish. The people also ate a variety
1of large and small animals, Caribou, hunted by com-
‘munal surround, were the most important. Others
bincluded moose, bear, sheep, and numerous fur-bear-
Ling animals, especially hare.
. Ingaliks also ate birds, mainly waterfowl, and their
§ *885, as well as berries and other plant foods. “Ice
| Team,” a mixture of cottonwood pods, oil, snow, and
tTies, was eaten ceremonially and with some
i Iestrictions on who could receive it from whom. Food
. Wes generally cached in logs on posts.

KEY TECHNOLoGY Hunting equipment included
 'OWs and arrows, spears, deadfalls, and snares. Fish
§ Wete taken using a variety of nets, spears, traps, and
hook (bone) and line (sinew). Stone tools included
" s and wedges. The Ingalik made stone, horn, and
i ood knives, wooden bowls, and pottery as well as

. **Wn birch.bark and twined grass and willow-bark
askets,
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TRADE The Ingalik did not trade extensively
because they possessed rich natural resources, When
they did exchange goods, it was mostly with Inuit
groups, exporting wooden bowls, wolverine skins,
and furs for seal products and caribou hides. They
might also trade furs, wolverine skins, spruce gum,
and birch-bark canoes for fish products and dentalia.

NoTABLE ARTS Hide and birch baskets were
probably this group’s most important material artis-
tic achievernent.

TRANSPORTATION Ingaliks moved around in
birch-bark canoces and on sleds and snowshoes.

DRESS Most clothing was made from squirrel
and other skins. Shirts and pants were common. as
were parkas. Women's moccasins were attached to
their pants; the men’s were separate. Personal adorn-
ment included dentalium earrings and nose and neck
decorations.

WAR AND weaPoNs  The Ingalik were a relatively
peaceful people. When they did fight, their enemies
included most neighboring tribes, especially the
Koyukon and other Athapaskan tribes.

Contemporary Information

GOVERNMENT/RESERVATIONS Contemporary
villages include Anvik, Holy Cross, and Shageluk.

EcoNoMY Most people still engage in traditional
subsistence activities, supplemented with some wage
work as fishing and hunting guides. There is also
some government, seasonal, and utility work.

LEGAL STATUS Doyon, Inc., is the legal entity
representing Ingalik villages in the ANCSA.

paiLy LiFe  For most people, life still revolves
around the seasons. Frame or log houses have
replaced traditional structures. Although many peo-
ple struggle with a number of social problems related
to high unemployment and cultural upheaval, and
the people retain little aboriginal culture, traditional
values remain palpable among the Ingalik.

Innu
See Naskapi/Montagnais

Kaska

Kaska ("Kas k # ) is taken from the local name for
McDame Creek. The Kaska were culturally related to
the Sekani. They are also known, or included, with
the Tahltan and others, among the people called
Nahani (Nahane) or Mackenzie Mountain People.

rocation Kaskas lived and continue to live in
northern British Columbia and southern Yukon Ter-
ritory, in a rough triangle from the Pelly River south
to Dease Lake and east to the Fort Nelson River.

poPULATION The Kaska probably numbered
around 500 before contact with non-natives. Their
official 1991 population was 705,



